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TANTRA
& the forgoten chapter
in

Indian Philosophy

...Pujya Kakaji has recently brought
out a book by the name 'The Real
Essence of Tantra'. It is being released
today on this auspicious occassion of his
60th birthday by Shri Pageji, | am here to
give you an introduction to the book.

Tantra is a way of life, a technique
which enables us to understnad the
meaning and singnificance of what
exactly is life? What is its purpose?
These are the questions that have baffled
the minds of thinkers from the earlist of
times. You will find in the Shwetashvatra
upanishad the question the Brahmavadins
ask-

T HRUIH §1g1 ? Pa: 3RFHGOId: ? SiarA
Pel ? o T JHITSST: ? iferRaar: bel ?

Such questions-whence are we born?
What is this life for?-these have engaged
the attentions of the people from time
immemorial. They have thought about it,
sages have pondered about it and have
arrived at various answers. These
answers constitute the philosophies that
have come down to us-that have been
handed down to us.

One singnificant aspect of Indian
philosophy has been that it is not just on
arm-chair  philosophy, where mere
speculation goes on. But what has been
speculated, what has been thought off
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has been translated into life. That is why
we call philosophy ‘gefer’ here. It's not
only a way of thought but a way of life.
And Tantra translates this way of thought
into life, so that the real significance of life
may be understood.

In the past, attempts have been made
to realise the meaning and significance
of life. Man's life, man's powers have
been analysed. The human body is there,
the human mind is the, there is the
spiritual element in us, there are various
things. Now, thinkers have attempted to
utilise these powers and to realise what
ever is possible through these powers.
Take for instance the 'Hath yogin'-for him
perhaps the body is the be all and end all
of life. He perfects it and he is able to
accomplish many things that baffle our
mind. We are not able to do them. But that
is the end of it. The question still is there
as Shri Shankaracharya put it in one of
his excellent verses-what next?

IGGE ﬁb?{, dd: ﬁb?[’

Even the highest of them have
reached the stage of realising two
powers the shiva and the shakti, the
Kshara and the Akshara, the purusha
and the pradhana or the prakriti. They
have just ended there, but they have not
gone beyond it. They have not taken lif e
in all its comprehensiveness. But this
comprehensive appr oach to lif e has
been there fr om times immemorial.
This is wh y the Swaminara yan people
tell us and rightl y tell us that there has
been a forgotten ¢ hapter in this y ogic
tradition. What is this forgotten chapter?



you will find in the IV Chapter of Bhagvad
Gita.

‘This yoga | propounded at the
begining of the Kalpa to Vivaswan and
this has been handed over, but it has
been, lost.

And this yoga is the realisation of the
Transcendental Entity. There is the
kshara, there is the Akshara and beyond
this there is also a Purushottama-

TFATRRATNA SEHGRIGTT A |

ISR i de T Ula: gSua: ||

(Bhagvad Gita-Chapt. XV.18)

This is the greatest 'Lord Narayana'
who dwells in His Akshardhama beyond
everthing. We can never be that
'‘Narayana'. That is the great thing that
has been propounded here. Advaita
reaches to an equality and oneness. But,
beyond this there is the real Ad vaita-
one Narayana, who has no other
second. We can go to Him, we can reach
and equality of status with Him, but He is
still the Transcendent. If you call the great
Lord as the Transcendent how can we
poor mortals be equal to Him or be one
with Him? so that is not there. There is
this great 'Narayana' and this Narayan
has manifested Himself in this world
through the brahminised saints and
spirits and He has made available to us
this Knowledge. This is the
Comprehensive  doctrine that has
comedown to us. Man in his limited vision
can never know all this. It is because
'‘Narayana' Himself in His great mercy, in
His great goodness and generosity has

)

come down to us in this world as a
human being and has taken birth. This is
the 'Divya Karma and the Divya Janma'
of the Lord-

eH B T A feadd = A awaa’

(Bhagvad Gita Chapt. I1V,9)

This is we have to realise, that there is
a 'Janma’, not the mortal Janma-the
yonijas that we are-this is anothor sort of
Janma of the Lord Himself who comes
down to us as an 'Avatar' again and
again. It is only through suc h an
ascent of divinity that we are ab le to
under stand the comprensive element
in lif e. Now this book 'The Real Essence
of Tantra' concentrates its attention on
this, It does not decry the other partial
approaches to divinity. That is against the
spirit of the Gita itself-

< 2 =i =7 o arr: eI |

(Bhagvad Gita Chapt. VII, 21)

Krishna Says-No, 'this is a wrong
path, this is a correct path'-such a thing is
never said in our philosophy, because &
gigdd se—iqg! The moment you tell
people' that is wrong' they will again start
asking, ‘why should not the thing that you
are saying also be wrong?' Therefore,
don't implant in them this doubting spirit.
Whatever approaches to Reality are
there, they are good but lead them on
from that.

Now, it is this particular compre-
hensive doctrine which has been
propounded by the Lord and it has been
handed down to us. This has been
revived by Swaminarayana and is the
basis of this 'Real essence of Tantra." In



this 'Real essence of Tantra' the ultimate
experience is narrated through a number
of petals. The chapters, of the book have
been very Significantly entitled 'The
petal' because Lord is there in our heart
‘FeadBAA A’ This Lod has to become
manifestd to us. He is hidden there, Wo
do not know Him. It is only when we know
that the Lord is there, that He is the
guide, that He is the supreme controller
of everything, it is because of Him that
everything here exists and that there is a
great divine plan and in this divine plan
we have a place, we have a function, then
we are able to realise this divine plan-the
divine function. Further, when we realise
where exactly we fit into it, how from the
status in which we exist we are to evolve
ourselves to the highest that we are
capable of, then only real realisation
comes to us. As long as men goes on
thinking | am the doer- @waf 3Ed sfa
F=d, as long as he has this false notion,
he will not be able to realise anything in
this world. But, the moment he let the
Divine play through Him, when he
becomes a true instrument- fafagaATs 81
FegATIe the moment he forgets himself,
the moment he puts himself in line with
that particular divine plan he evolves
effortlessly and that too without any of
the difficulties that dog the path. In the
book these have been exquisitely pointed
out.

Why is it that people following other
paths have got troubled, have stumbled,
have fell, have not been able to make
progress or have taken to wrong path?
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Take for example the case of Dr. Falstis.
He was great divine man,but this divine
person was attracted by the magical art.
He became a student of a magical
teacher and then he fell from the great
heights of spirituality and ultimately he
was thrown to hell. This is the Christian
account of it. There he says-'one drop of
Christ's blood would have saved me,
Because he did not have the faith, he did
not put himself fully and totally in the
Lord's direction, he ultimately fell. Now all
these dangers that beset the other paths
are removed here, because in all childlike
innocence trust and faith you obey the
Master-youobey the Lord and the Lord is
there to guide you, to take you to the path
which you have to reach.

Well, | may go on saying more about
it. After all its a small introduction. This is
a book which you have to read. Each one
of the petals is very significantly entitled.
There is first, 'The Real essence of
Tantra’. then comes the 'Traditional
Tantras'-an account of it has been given,
their good and other drawbacks have
been pointed out, where perhaps the
sadhakas are likely to err has been
pointed out. And then follows the account
of' Cosmic evolution and creation'-the
whole picture of the universe against the
background of which we have to
understand human endeavors and
human life. Then is the cahpter on
'Mantrashakti'. Like this are petals after
petals-seven significant petals (the
mystical number seven is there) and
through these seven petals the ggaHac
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in us itself blossoms.

Well, all that | can say is utilising what
Sanjaya himself at the and of the Gita
Said-'after | thought of the great form of
the Lord-d=a W I HUA-ISHA
Be:-

like that, here is a book which as you
go on reading again and again will make
you wonder struck-

e A AeTRTeTIE=NA T T&F: g

(Bhagvad Gita Chapt. XVIII, 77)
| hope the readers of the book will
have an occassion to say-

'@'&?ITFH T Yei: get: |

| shall delight, | do delight in reading it
over and over again. Pujya Kakaji has

DL-32006/99

done a great ser vice to us in bringing
out this book-a book whic h corrects
the misrepresentations of Indian
philosoph . It also gives due warnings to
the probable dangers in other Tantric
paths and fills in the gap or bridges the
gap by introducing the forgotten chapter
in Indian  philosophy of Akshar
Purushottama yoga. With these word |
conclude.

An introductory speach of

Shri. KASHYAPJEE

On the occasion of the release of the book
'The Real essence of Tantra' in the diamond
Jubilee celebration of pujya Shri Dadukakaji
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